In order for the state of Israel to be established as a Jewish state, a Jewish majority within then “Mandate Palestine” was required. This was achieved through a systematic campaign of mass expulsion of the indigenous Palestinian Arab population from their land and their replacement with Jewish settlers. Jewish people from across the world -whether they had been to Palestine or not- were instantly welcomed to the very same homes from which the rightful owners had been expelled, and to which they continue to be denied the right to return. The campaign to ethnically cleanse Palestine of its population entailed a fierce attempt to eliminate the Palestinian identity, culture and heritage
. 
"By the end of the 1948 war, hundreds of entire villages had not only been depopulated but obliterated, their houses blown up or bulldozed. While many of the sites are difficult to access, to this day the observant traveller of Israeli roads and highways can see traces of their presence that would escape the notice of the casual passer-by: a fenced-in area, often surmounting a gentle hill, of olive and other fruit trees left untended, of cactus hedges and domesticated plants run wild. Now and then a few crumbled houses are left standing, a neglected mosque or church, collapsing walls along the ghost of a village lane, but in the vast majority of cases, all that remains is a scattering of stones and rubble across a forgotten landscape." 
Walid Khalidi, Palestinian historian, All That Remains.
"Jewish villages were built in the place of Arab villages. You do not even know the names of these Arab villages, and I do not blame you because geography books no longer exist, not only do the books not exist, the Arab villages are not there either. Nahlal arose in the place of Mahlul; Kibbutz Gvat in the place of Jibta; Kibbutz Sarid in the place of Huneifis; and Kefar Yehushu'a in the place of Tal al-Shuman. There is not one single place built in this country that did not have a former Arab Population."
Moshe Dayan, Israeli war hero, Address to the Technion, Haifa (as quoted in Ha'aretz, April 4, 1969)

Myths about finding a land without a people may now be spread by the Israeli government. The truth is rather simpler: they wanted the land, not the people. 
Colonisation

The Al Nakba was the cruellest and most intense manifestation of the colonisation of Palestine, a process begun fifty years earlier and which continues today. 

By 1918 and the beginning of the British mandate, Jewish colonisation began to expand considerably, with financial organisations, such as the Jewish National Fund, buying up huge tracts of land within Palestine and selling it on only to Jewish settlers only. This ‘legal’ land theft was coupled with the physical expulsion of Palestinian peasants from tenant arrangements and the refusal to employ non-Jewish workers. This colonisation campaign was given a consideration boost by the ‘Balfour Declaration’ which was a declaration by British foreign minister Arthur Balfour made in 1917 which committed the British to the establishment of a Jewish State within historic Palestine. In 1927 and 1936 the Palestinian population rose up against the confiscation of their land and the elimination of their identity-only to face a fierce response from the British army.  Jewish militias aided the suppression of the popular revolts, seeing it as an opportunity to expand their own military capabilities and weaken Arab resistance
. 
Today in order to maintain it’s exclusive Jewish character, Israel continues its policies of armed assaults on the Palestinian population, including implementing a system of laws, policies and practices to repress and exploit the Palestinian population
, similar to that implemented by Apartheid South Africa to repress the indigenous African majority.
The Palestinian Resistance 

The Palestinians have made been heroic efforts in their determination to survive as a nation. This struggle against overwhelming odds despite many setbacks has been revived again and again. The courage of youths confronting Israeli tanks day after day with stones and slingshots not only shakes the nature of the Israeli state, but also gives confidence to those resisting repression throughout the region. 
Attempts to weaken the Palestinian resistance military have gone hand in hand with attempts to divide it politically. Significantly, in a sign of the determination of the Palestinians to gain freedom and independence, such divide and rule tactics have failed
Right of Return

The Right of Return is part of the un-alienable right of all the Palestinian refugees to return to their homes from which they are ethnically cleansed. It is based on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Articles 13, 15, and 17) adopted by the United Nations on December 10, 1948, and Resolution 194 adopted by the U.N. General Assembly on December 11, 1948. The state of Israel opposes the return of Palestinian refugees, fearing that their presence would change its character and demographics as a Jewish State. In a clear example of the racist nature of the state, the Israeli government continues to allow any Jewish person-from wherever in the world-the option of moving to Israel. 

There can be no reason why the Palestinians should continue to be denied their right to return in order for Israel to maintain its artificial Jewish majority.
What Needs to Be Done
The Palestinians will not go away, disappear or accept the continuing dispossession and expulsion of their land.  Their plight has shaped the history of the Middle East and its continuation requires all people and governments concerned with peace and justice to actively support their Right of Return. It is a dangerous and costly illusion to think that peace can prevail in the Middle East without implementing the most basic of rights, to return home.  
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