Palestinian Political Prisoners 

On April 17th, people across the world will mark Palestinian Prisoners Day in recognition of the thousands of Palestinians held in Israeli detention centres. Palestinian prisoners from the Occupied Territories- hundreds of whom are under the age of 18- are tried under military courts and sentenced by military judges. Defendants are often convicted on secret evidence and serve disproportionately long sentences
.
In what is referred to as "administrative detention", the Israeli Army is allowed to arbitrarily arrest and detain Palestinian civilians for periods of six months and after this period the sentence can be extended without explanation. These types of loose guidelines allow the Israeli army to exercise broad and unchecked powers against the Palestinian population
.
Given the current conditions within these prisons, this Prisoners Day is particularly significant. In addition to the poor treatment and inhumane conditions under which Palestinians are held, Palestinian prisoners at multiple detention centres have recently suffered direct attacks
. Both at Ofer Prison and the Ketziot Detention Centre, prisoners were recently assaulted and beaten by the Israeli forces. These attacks occurred when Israeli forces attempted to transfer large numbers of prisoners from one detention facility to another. By moving prisoners around every few months Israel seeks to disrupt supportive relationships that from amongst prisoners. Such bonds are an essential coping mechanism for Palestinian prisoners, particularly for children as without them the prison experience becomes significantly more brutal. 

 “It would be better to drown these prisoners, in the Dead Sea if possible, since that’s the lowest point in the world.”
 Israeli Deputy Prime Minister Avigdor Lieberman, speaking on the release of Palestinian prisoners.

General Facts
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 From September 2000 - April 2006, more than 45,000 Palestinians were arrested by the Israeli military.
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 In April 2007 the number of imprisoned Palestinians increased to 11,229.
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 The 11,229 Palestinian prisoners now in Israeli jails include 375 children, and 19 mothers whose children are imprisoned with them.

Israeli Military Regulations
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 The arrest and detention of Palestinians living within the OPT is governed by wide-ranging military regulations that govern every aspect of Palestinian civilian life
.
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 There are approximately 1500 military regulations governing the West Bank and over 1400 governing the Gaza Strip.
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 Israeli Military Regional Commanders issue military orders, which often remain unknown until implementation. Regional Commanders can issue new military regulations at any moment.

The Process of Detention
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 Palestinians are tried within Israeli military courts located within military facilities in the OPT. These tribunals rarely fall within the required international standards of fair trials.
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 Under the Fourth Geneva Convention: “Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as deportations of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied or not, are prohibited” (Article 49). And “Protected persons accused of offences shall be detained in the occupied country, and if convicted they shall serve their sentences therein” (Article 76).
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 The majority of Palestinian prisoners are being held in detention facilities located outside the OPT. They are mainly held in the An Naqab (Ketziot), Telmond Compound (which includes HaSharon and Ofek prisons), Megiddo, and Addamoun Prisons.

Interrogation and Torture
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 A Palestinian detainee can be interrogated for a total period of 180 days. During this time he/she may also be denied lawyer visits for a period of up to 60 days
.
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 The Israeli human rights group B’Tselem has documented Palestinian detainees being subjected to torture during interrogation.
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 Since the 1967, almost 200 Palestinians have died in Israeli prisons, most of them as direct result of torture during interrogation. Many more have rest died as a result of medical negligence. Fifty of these have died since September 2000.

Administrative Detention
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 Administrative detention refers to the detention of individuals without charge or trial, and is authorized by administrative order as opposed to judicial decree.
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 Administrative detention is indefinitely renewable under Israeli military regulations. A detainee may be given an administrative detention order for a period of between one to six months, after which the order can be renewed
.
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 Administrative detention is based on secret “evidence” brought forward during military tribunals, to which neither the detainee nor his/her lawyer have access
.
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 Administrative detention is a violation of International law as it strips those subjected to it of their right to a free and fair trial
.
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 Administrative detention is routinely used as a form of collective punishment by the Israeli military against Palestinians
.

Child Prisoners
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 More than 4,000 Palestinian children have been arrested since the 2000
.
[image: image19.png]


 Palestinian children from the age of 12 onwards may be charged and sentenced in military courts under Israeli law
. This is contrary to the defined age of a child as under 18 according to the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, to which Israel is a signatory.
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 There are no juvenile courts for Palestinian children
. They also frequently serve their sentences in cells with adult criminal prisoners
, which is in violation of international law.

Student Prisoners

Over half of the Palestinians arrested by the Israeli forces are students. The Israeli army often launches waves of arrests against university students, particularly first year students simply to collect information on them. Recently eight Birzeit University students and one employee have been arrested by the Israeli army-none of whom have been charged. The arrests include the acting head of the Student Council, Abdullah Owais, arrested in February, who had replaced Fadi Hamad after he was detained in November 2007 and charged with belonging to an illegal organisation and holding a position of responsibility while belonging to this organisation. Fadi was arrested in 2004 for the same reason.

Israeli military law criminalises membership of student councils which are politically affiliated to the major parties, these councils are simply concerned with the welfare and support of the student population-like many Student Unions here in the UK. The continual arrest of student members is a means of crippling Palestinian political resistance
. 
> Currently, over 80 An-Najah (the largest University in Palestine) students and six members of staff are locked up in Israeli prisons.  Most of whom have not been charged
.
> Currently 255 teachers and employees of the Ministry of High Education are locked up in Israeli prisons
.
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